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AUthman Ibn MAffan: the Third Rightly Guided Caliph
Died (35H)
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Praise be to Allah and may Allah increase the honor and raise
the rank of our Master Muhammad sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam.

Allah tabaraka wa ta”ala said in the Qur’an:
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Verse 23 of Surat-ul-Ahzab means: “There are men among the
believers, who were honest in the oath they made to Allah, some
have died and some are still waiting to follow the same path,
and they never changed their oath.”

Allah the Exalted has made some men in the nation of
Muhammad sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam defenders of Islam,
they defended it truthfully and sincerely. Allah predestined that
they will carry the flag of Islam; among those highly ranked
imams is the pious and just Caliph, who was martyred at his



own residence our Master ~Uthman Ibn ~Affan; may Allah raise
his rank.
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He is Abu “Abdillah, the son of Abil-*As, the son of Ummayah,
the son of “Abdi Shams, the son of ~Abdu Manaf. His mother is
Arwa the daughter of Kurayz, the son of Rabi”*ah, the son of
Habib, the son of "Abdi Shams, the son of “Abdi Manaf.

He was born in at-Ta’if six years after the Year of The Elephant.
He embraced Islam by the call of Abu Bakr as-Siddig, may Allah
raise his rank; his age was then thirty-nine years. This happened
before the Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam entered the
residence of al-Argam (Darulargam). So our Master “Uthman may
Allah raise his rank was among the first ones who embraced Islam
and supported the Prophet, and whom Allah praised in the Qur’an:
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He was one of the ten, whom the Prophet sallallahu “alayhi wa
sallam passed them the good news that they will in Paradise in
one hadith. This hadith was narrated by Imam Ahmad in his
musand, the ten mentioned in the hadith are:

“Abu Bakr, "Umar, "Aliyy, “Uthman, Talhah, az-Zubayr,
Abdur-Rahman the son of “Awf, Sa"d the son of Abi Waqqgas,
Sa’id the son of Zayd, Abu “Ubaydah aj-Jarrah.”
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He, may Allah raise his rank, was the first to accompany his
family in both migrations; the first one was to Abyssinia
(al-Habashah) and the second one was to Madinah. He was the
first to aromatize the mosque with perfume. He was the first to
start the good innovation of adding the second ‘Adhan in the
Friday Prayer, and this was an innovation of guidance; which
complies with the rules of the Religion. He was the first one
who gave salary to the Muezzins (the callers for prayer). He was
the first whom during the lifetime of his mother was given



allegiance for the caliphate and was the first to appoint police
authority.

He participated in all of the battles with the Messenger of Allah
sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam, except for Badr, because his wife
Rugayah was sick. The Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam,
ordered him to stay in Madinah to attend to her. However, the
Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam, counted him among the
people of Badr and gave him a part of the spoils of the battle.
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Before the Revelation came down on the Prophet sallallahu
Aalayhi wa sallam, ~"Uthman, may Allah raise his rank married
Rugayah; the daughter of the Prophet and she migrated with him
to Abyssinia (al-Habashah). She died while he was at her side
during the nights of Badr. She was the one who gave birth to his
son “Abdullah, so he was nicknamed then Abi *Abdillah after
being nick-named Abi “Amru.

Then the Prophet had him marry Umm Kulthum and she stayed
with him until she died in 9 AH That is why he became to be
nicknamed Dhi-Nurayn (This nick name means double virtue)
because he married the two daughters of the Messenger of Allah
sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam, Rugayah and Umm-Kulthum.
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He was given allegiance for the caliphate three nights after the
burial of AUmar Ibnul Khattab on the last night of Dhil-Hijjah in
23 AH. So he was a caliph when Muharram of 24 AH started.
His caliphate lasted twelve years. The ring he wore was the ring
of the Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam, just as Abu Bakr
and “Umar may Allah raise their rank.
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AUthman Ibn ~Affan was of medium height. His face was
beautiful, white with hints of redness. His skin was soft, his

joints were big. He had a wide area between his shoulders. The
hair on his head was heavy, he had a heavy beard as well.
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The biographers and historians wrote many chapters about the

traits and virtues of our Master *Uthman may Allah raise his

rank among them was at-Tirmidhiyy in his book “Managib
AUthman”.
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AA’ishah may Allah raise her rank said: (Once | was with the
Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam he said: “O *A’ishah | wish
we had someone with us to talk to.” | said, “shall I call Abu-
Bakr ?”” The Prophet paused then said, “I wish we had someone
with us to talk to.” | said, *““shall I call "Umar?”, he paused
again then he called his servant and talked to him in private after
which the servant left. Soon after *Uthman came asking for
permission to enter, the Prophet let him in. He had a long private
talk with him then he said what means: “O "Uthman Allah the
Exalted will give you the Caliphate, so if the hypocrites were to
push you to surrender it, in no means you would do so.” He
repeated that three times.) This was related by Ibn Majah,
at-Tirmidhiyy, and Ahmad in as-Sanad.
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Ibn al-Jawzziyy relayed from the route of Abu Musa
al-Ash”ariyy may Allah raise his rank, that he was with the
Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam within some of the walls of
Madinah. A man then came asking for permission to enter, the
Prophet said: “Open for him and pass him the good news that he
has earned Paradise”, | opened the door and it was Abu Bakr, |
told him what the Prophet has just said, then another man
approached asking for permission to enter. The Prophet said:



“Open for him and pass him the good news that he has earned
Paradise”. | opened the door to find *Umar. | told him what the
Prophet has just said. Then another man came asking to enter.
The Prophet, he sat upright from his lean and said: “Open for
him and pass him the good news that he has earned Paradise by
a calamity which will inflict him”. | opened to find ~Uthman and
| told him what the Prophet has just said. He said: “Allah is the
one whom | ask support from.”
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Al-Bukhariyy related in “Fada’il as-Sahabah”, as did Muslim,
at-Tirmidhiyy, Abu Dawud, an-Nasa’iyy, Ibn Majah and
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal that once Prophet Muhammad was on the
mountain of Uhud with Abu Bakr, "Umar, and ~Uthman when
the mountain trembled. The Prophet said: “Be quiet Uhud, there
is a prophet, a siddiq (higly ranked righteous person) and two
martyrs on you right now.”
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Ibn MAsakir mentioned in his “Tarikh” from the route of Abi
Sa”id al-Khidriyy may Allah raise his rank that he said: “I saw
the Messenger of Allah sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam raising his
hands from the beginning of the night until dawn supplicating
Allah for “Uthman saying: “O Allah I am pleased with "Uthman
so reward him and raise his rank.”
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Hafidh Abu Nu~aym al-Asfahaniyy related in his book “Hulyat
al-Awliya’” from the route of Abi Hurayrah that he said:
“AUthman has earned Paradise twice by the call of the
Messenger of Allah, once when he dug the well of Rumah, and
once when he supplied the Army of al-*Usrah.”

The water coming out of the well of Rumah used to be sold to
Muslims, *Uthman bought it, dug it, and made it for public use
for Muslims.

The details about the event of preparing the Army of al-*Usrah
is what at-Tirmidhiyy relayed from the route of *Abdur-Rahman
as-Sulamiyy, who said what means: “Prophet Muhammad
sallallahu "alayhi wa sallam delivered a meaningful speech and
urged people to support the army of al-*Usrah, "Uthman said, “I
would donate one hundred camels with their finest dress.”
Prophet Muhammad urged the people again, ~"Uthman said, “I
would donate one hundred camels with their finest dress.” As-
Sulamiyy said: | saw the Prophet after that waving his hand
while saying what means: “*Uthman has earned himself a high
status by what he did today, he has earned Paradise with this
great deed.”
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The author of Hulyat al-Awliya’” related from the route of
Masrug from the route of Ibn Masud, he said: “The Messenger
of Allah saw ~Uthman on the day of the Army of al-*Usrah
coming and going (i.e. he was working hard on helping to
prepare and supply the army). He said “O Allah, forgive what
AUthman might commit and what he had committed the past,
what he has hidden, and what he did openly.”
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Also At-Tabaraniyy related from the route of lbn AUmar, that
The Messenger of Allah sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam said:
“AUthman The most bashful and honored person in my nation.”
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Imam ~Aliyy may Allah raise his rank praised our Master
AUthman by classifying him among those who were praised in
the Qur’an in Verse 93 of Surat al-Ma’idah:
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Which means: “Those who believed, did the good deeds, were
God-fearing, and did goodness. And Allah loves those who do
goodness.”
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Imam Ahmad narrated from the route of Ruhaymah, the
grandmother of az-Zubayr the son of “Abdillah, that she said:
“AUthman used to fast all of his lifetime and to pray at night
except the beginning of the night, when he sleeps for a short
while”
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Ibn Sirin may Allah endows His Mercy on him said: “When
they were going around inside the house of *Uthman to kill him,
his wife said: Whether you would kill him, or would leave him;

he used to recite the whole Qur’an in one rak”ah throughout the
entire night.”
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Ibn MAsakir related that ~Abdur-Rahman the son of Mahdi said:
“Two traits were given to “"Uthman which were neither given to
Abu Bakr nor to "Umar: His patience with what he was inflicted

with until he was killed unjustly, and his gathering the people on
the Mus-haf.”

:M\y"

Olially Lo A1 Jlad) o ass ) 2y Blats Udw gz Lo J) BiL2)
P AT e O haig £ gy slhe g sk g g7 05 5 ey ol e B
a2



Jot ey s 35 s Olote O 1JB g J1 Bl s 58 daw ol g
‘\-ﬁdﬁmé&ﬂ\ N Je c.ﬂ)&e.@-\um&fijjﬂ

In addition to the good and praised traits, ~Uthman had like:
tolerance, clemency (mercy) and knowledge, generosity,
bashfulness, purity; and that he was God-fearing and detached
from the worldly interests. He was among the most humble
people.

Ibn Sa”d related from the route of “Abdullah ar-Rumiyy that he
said: “Uthman used to prepare at night his own water for
ablution (wudu’). When asked why doesn’t he ask his servants
to do it for him, he said: “No, night-time is for them to rest.”
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Imam Ahmad related that al-Hasan was asked about those who
sleep and take nap in the mosque) i.e; those who sleep or lie in
the mosque in the middle of the day). He said: | saw “Uthman
Ibn MAffan taking a nap in the mosque when he was a caliph, the
stones had left scars on his body side, people would say: This is
the Amir of the Believers; this is the Amir of the Believers.
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Shrahabil 1bn Muslim said: ~Uthman used to feed the people the
food fit for royalty and then enters home to eat vinegar and oil.
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Al-Bukhariyy mentioned in his sahih how the process of
gathering Qur’an in one Mushaf started. He stated that Abu
Bakr may Allah raise his rank asked Zayd Ibn Thabit, who was
one of those who used to write down the Revelation, to come to
him and he did. When Zayd arrived he saw ~Umar lbn al-
Khattab may Allah raise his rank there.

Abu-Bakr said: “*Umar told me that many of those who recite
Qur’an were killed in the battle of al-Yamamah, and | am afraid
that if more and more of those who recite Qur’an are to be killed
then many of the Qur’an would disappear. | see that you order
the gathering of the Qur’an.”

To that Zayd answered: “How are we going to do something
which the Messenger of Allah sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam did
not do?” “Umar said: “I swear by Allah that this is a good thing
to do.” Zayd said: “*Umar kept on repeating that until Allah
made my heart pleased with that and | agreed with what he
said.”

Zayd started the process of gathering the Qur’an from what was
written on the branches of the palm trees, and on the soft white



rocks and from what the people had memorized, then it was kept
in several noble pages, which were kept at Abu Bakr’s place.
After his death it was kept at "Umar’s then at the place Hafsah,
the daughter of “Umar may Allah raise their rank.
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When ~Uthman Ibn *Affan may Allah raise his rank was given
allegiance for the caliphate he consulted the Companions and
they agreed unanimously on gathering the Qur’an in one
Mus-haf. ~Uthman gathered some of the Companions, Abu
Dawud said: They were twelve men from Quraysh and al-Ansar,
among them were some of those who used to write down the
Revelation. He then sent to Hafsah asking her about the noble

pages, which Zayd Ibn Thabit had gathered and copied in one
book.
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Ibn Hajar al-*Asgalaniyy mentioned in his book “Fath al-Bari
that *Uthman said: “Who is the best one in writing?” They said:
“Zayd lbn Thabit”. He said: “Who is the most eloguent one

among the people?” They said: “Sa”id 1bn al- ~As.” To that he
said: “Let Sa™id read and Zayd writes down.”



When they finished of copying the Mus-haf, "Uthman made
copies of it and sent them to the countries. Some said they were
four copies, others said that they were five copies, some said
that they were six copies, and it was also said seven copies.

He then gathered other than these copies of the Qur’an and
burned them, he ordered the people of the countries to do the
same.

Sls 6 gy 3 B U Ol A e ) gy Olats pa3 O
P U e hd (Vam egamy Lo 5 WUl 5l et ol Ot s
¢ AU Al Ok wis) B ace MIS s Vg (e B A Je anm p IS
s pl 1o &' tghsy s B o IV I B 5 )l e sl il M3
Moyt Lo L g5 8 B At e J 5
Uthman, may Allah raise his rank, gathered the Qur’an when
there were many conflicts about the ways of recitations
depending on the different languages of the Arabs. People were
at conflict then, they started accusing one another of being
mistaken. “"Uthman had fear that this issue would be aggravated,
so he decided to gather it on the language of Quraysh. This does
not mean that it is prohibited to recite it in other languages of
the Arabs, because al-Bukhariyy mentioned in his sahih that the
Prophet sallallahu ~alayhi wa sallam said:
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It means: “This Qur’an was brought down with seven
recitations, so recite whatever you can recite of it.”
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Muslims opened many countries during the Caliphate of ~Uthman
Ibn ~Affan, Muslim lands became wider, among the countries
which were opened: The Island of Cyprus, Carman, Sijistan,
Kabul, and some other African countries.

He also sent an army under the command of Salman Ibn Rabi*ah
to Armenia and they entered that country. Mu”awiyyah then
invaded the Roman countries until he reached ~Amuriyyah during
AUthman’s Caliphate. “Amru lbn al- *As invaded Tarablus
al-Gharb and laid siege to it for a month, Romans under the
command of Heracles were at that time controlling it.
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When the opening of countries accomplished a wide spread
dominion for the Muslim nation. Their population strengthened
among the people and nations of different languages. At the same
time the slandering and rumors also became widespread in
Madinah. The leaders of sedition (fitnah) wrote to their fellow
members in the cities encouraging them to come to Madinah
Igniting a conspiracy against the caliph.



They surrounded his house several days, at that time ~Uthman
said: “The Messenger of Allah sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam has
entrusted me to be steadfast when this matter happens, so | will
keep on being patient.”

A’ishah may Allah raise her rank said that the Prophet sallallahu
Aalayhi wa sallam said what means: “O *"Uthman Allah the
Exalted will give you the Caliphate, so if the hypocrites were to
push you to surrender it, in no means you would do so.” This was
related by Ibn Majah, at-Tirmidhiyy, and Ahmad in

as-Sanad.
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When our Master “Aliyy, may Allah raise his rank, knew that the
people of fitnah has surrounded ~Uthman and wanted to kill him,
he sent him three waterskins filled with water and said to al-Hasan
and al-Husayn: Go with your swords and stay at his door and do
not let anybody get to him. Az-Zubayr also sent his son as did
Talhah and many of the Companions, who sent their sons
preventing people from entering the house of ~Uthman may Allah
raise his rank.
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However, some men who had evil intentions against *Uthman
climbed through the house of a man of al-Ansar and entered the
residence of ~Uthman after surrounding it. One of them hit him
with a sword while he was reciting Qur’an and fasting. His wife
Na’ilah through herself in front of him and her fingers were cut
off. She was the only person with him in the house at that time, so
he died as a martyr, may Allah raise his rank on Friday, the 18 of
Dhul-Hijjah in 35 AH at the age of ninety.

It was also said that he was older than that, and it was said that he
was younger than that. He was buried in the cemetery of Bagi” in
Madinah on the night of Saturday between Maghrib and ~lsha’;
and az-Zubayr performed the Funeral Prayer for him
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AUthman may Allah raise his rank said before he was killed:

“l saw in my dream last night the Messenger of Allah sallallahu
Nalayhi wa sallam and Abu Bakr and “Umar and they said to me:
‘Be patient! You will have your next morning meal with us

tomorrow’.
O (o Oloss Ukows il 2 (o g2l ad o il 2 1o W iy
S gy lindi g Vp el g @YY 8 01 5 0L Ty s L il o2
o3l g pod sliy Lo o Wloews i) can g daiw Jo Wl g i) & U b
So, this was a little of the many virtues of our Master ~Uthman

may Allah ta”ala raise his rank, and reward him good for what he
did to Islam and Muslims.

We ask Allah to benefit us by the virtue of ~"Uthman, make us
assembled with his group on the Day of Judgment, and make us
die on his way and love.



